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representatives at the courts of the independent
princes should be prepared, both to assert the
right of extending the pale of our protection to
any power free to contract, and to rebut any im-
putation of intended injury to their interests re-
sulting from such extension in the particular in-
stance, by showing it to be simply a necessary
precaution for the support of our own defensive
system, and by no means designed or intended to
thwart their respective views.

The Resident at Sindheea's court (Mr. Richard
Strachey) conceiving the Nuwab of BhopaTs un-
qualified assent to all the fundamental articles of
the Governor-general's proposition to amount to a
preliminary adjustment of the terms of alliance,
proceeded forthwith to make the official communi-
cation to Sindheea of the intentions of the British
government in respect to Bhopal, on advice of the
substance of the Nuwab's reply to Mr. Wauchope.
Sindheea, on receiving the communication, inveigh-
ed in the strongest terms against our interference
with the affairs of Bhopal, declaring the princi-
pality to be one of his dependencies in Malwa,
with which we were solemnly pledged, by treaty,
to have no concern. The Resident denied that it
fell within the terms of the treaty, asserting it
to be a free and independent state. Gopal Rao
Bhlo, who took a prominent part in the discus-
sion, declared the several places which had been